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bombings, but they have so many men. So many millions
of men."
I had dinner at the home of Eljas Erkko, publisher of the
Helsinki Sanomat, the largest newspaper in Helsinki, and
former Foreign Minister of Finland. He left his post at
the Army Command, came home for dinner, and returned
to his headquarters an hour later for all that night.
Erkko told me what poor fighters Germans made in the
north woods. I knew the Germans didn't like it up there,
but Erkko told me a story that was ringing through
Finland.
The Finns have a dish called a motti. It is a stew made
of leftovers, scraps of meat and bread. They adopted this
name for a manoeuvre in which, in the dead of night, scouts
steal through the trees without a sound and choose strategic
places around a Russian encampment. At dawn, the Rus-
sians find themselves surrounded. The Germans admired
the way the Finns did this and decided to try it themselves.
But the German infantryman is no Finnish scout. He is
not a son of the country, is not enough of an individualist
for the amazingly difficult terrain, and, especially, he doesn't
like to be alone in the woods. The fact is, he just can't
take it. The Germans tried mottis, but they failed. Time
after time the Russian sentries gave the alarm. " Naturally,"
laugh the Finns. " The woods hummed with c Fritz, Fritz,
wo bist du, Fritz ? ' "
The German infantry started to move out of northern
Finland. They went back to Norway, where they came
from. It was quieter and much warmer, and the Finns
were very glad to have them go. From the first day, attempt-
ing to protect Finland as best he could from its ultimate
German problem, President Ryti adopted Pershing's formula
of separate fronts. He permitted no German troops or
German officers with Finnish troops. The Finns took over a
46o-mile line on the north-south border, held it exclusively
with Finnish fighting "men, veterans of last winter's war
and new recruits from the population.
Marshal Mannerheim exercised sole command under the
Government's direction. German officers were not stipulat-
ing operations at Mannerheim's field headquarters or at
Helsinki.